Providence College 
Teacher Certification Program 
EDU 410-Methods of Education   
Spring Session 2020 
Instructor: Claire Laquerre claquerr@providence.edu 

claquerre@woonsocketschools.com 

Cell:  401 663-3403 

Course Description:  
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop their teaching skills and experiment with the various instructional and assessment methods utilized in the teaching process. Students will practice teaching lessons in front of their peers as well as in front of secondary school students.  In addition, focus is placed on requiring students to incorporate the designated Rhode Island Professional Teacher Standards into their teaching strategies. 

Course Goals:  
Students will be able to:  

· Design and deliver instruction that meets the current cognitive, social, and personal needs of students.  

· Display new instructional approaches and strategies including collaborative teaching and technology.  

· Demonstrate a variety of instructional strategies to engage students. 

· Engage students/peers in exploring various methods of inquiry. 

· Design and execute lessons that accommodate a diversity of learners. 

· Design and execute a variety of formative assessment strategies before, during and after a lesson. 

· Apply principles of effective classroom management to establish a classroom in which appropriate behaviors are maintained. 

· Conduct a self-assessment to reflect on ways to improve instruction. 

Texts/Resources:    Kagan Cooperative Learning, 2009  ISBN 978-1-879097-10-0   

Assessments:   
I. Weekly Assignments  

There will be weekly assignments which are due the following class meeting. Please see course schedule and assignments at the end of the syllabus.  

II. Lesson Plans and Presentations 
Whole or parts of lesson plans designed or submitted for previous classes and/or downloaded from the Internet cannot be submitted for Methods 410.  Doing so will result in a grade of zero for both the lesson plan and the presentation which CANNOT be made up. 
Lesson Plans and Class Presentations: Students will be responsible for designing two complete lesson plans in their content areas.  Students will present their lessons to the class and then critique each other’s presentations.  

· Lesson Plans & Instruction need to demonstrate an awareness of the diversity of learners in an urban/urban ring classroom, and all lessons must include specific instructional and assessment accommodations to address the cultural and/or learning differences/needs of students.   

· Lesson Plans & Instruction must demonstrate proficiency in strategic questioning, scaffolding and formative assessment strategies.  

· Lesson Plans and Instruction must include specific teaching strategies/collaborative instruction/structures.  (Kagan)  

Self-Reflection Papers
After each presentation, the student will write a reflection of his/her presentation following the given reflection criteria and rubric. 

Assignments and Presentation Material

Students are expected to hand in all work as a hard copy when due.  Students must present the instructor with a copy of their lesson plan and a presentation Cover Sheet at the time of their class presentation. 

Re-Do Assignments 

Since students will receive criteria sheets and grading rubrics for all assignments well in advance, the option of re-doing unacceptable work will not be provided.  Students struggling with specific concepts should meet with the instructor well before the due date to resolve their issue.   

 Student Grading: 
 
Weekly Assignments 
 
25% 

           Class Activities/participation 
20% 


Self-Reflections 
 
 
15% 

 
Class Presentations                [40% total] 

· Mini 
 
 
10% 

· Technology 
 
15% 

· Final 
 
 
15% 

Attendance Policy:   

Since this is a performance-based course, students are expected to attend all classes as most of what takes place in class cannot be made up. This is not the class for students who intend to miss more than one class or consistently arrive late or leave early.  Points will be deducted for more than one missed class and/or 3+ late arrivals.  Should an emergency arise that requires the student to be late to class or miss a class, he/she needs to contact the instructor immediately by cell phone.  

Please Note:
· There is no such thing as being allowed a set number of “excused or unexcused” absences.

· If you need to miss a class, you will be asked to provide adequate documentation. 
Student Responsibilities and Class Participation

Students are expected to actively participate in all class activities. Students are expected to be participants, and not merely observers.  During class time, students should not be on their phones or tablets checking e-mails or texting.  If an emergency arises that requires immediate attention, the student should step out of the room for a brief moment.  This should only be in the case of emergencies and should not be a common occurrence.  

Students are expected to dress appropriately for class which includes not wearing baseball caps or similar head wear.  Headphones and earbuds should be removed when entering class.  Their use is not allowed any time during class.

Academic Integrity Policy:  Please refer to SCE Handbook   

“All acts of academic dishonesty (including but not limited to plagiarism, collusion and cheating) are subject to an appropriate penalty. Students are expected to understand this policy and to exercise diligence in following it. If the instructor is convinced that an act of academic misconduct has occurred, he or she shall impose an appropriate sanction in the form of compensatory course work, a grade reduction, or a failing grade, consistent with the academic integrity policy of the course. The sanction should reflect the gravity of the infraction and the instructor’s assessment of the student’s intent. The instructor will inform the Dean of the School of Continuing Education of this action. The dean may impose additional penalties based on the incident. Egregious offenses and/or second offenses against academic honesty render the student liable for dismissal from the College. 

Procedures for appeal are the same as those for appeal of grades and are heard by the SCE Appeals Committee.”     

Course Schedule and Assignments

* All assignments are due the following class.  Late work will NOT be accepted
	Date
	Class Content
	*Assignments

	Wednesday

Jan. 15

	Introduction to Methods

· Course Syllabus

· Lesson planning criteria

· Presentation criteria

· The Seven Phases of Instruction

Class Focus:
Introduction to Kagan Teaching Strategies: Part 1
Class Activities: 

Using different strategies to elicit prior knowledge, engage students and encourage student questioning and exploration. 


	Research two Kagan teaching strategies. Complete the strategy reflection worksheet and identify how these two strategies will be utilized in your lesson.

Begin designing your Lesson Plan #1 using the PC Template.  Focus on the Elicit/Engage and Explore Phases of Instruction. You must use the two different teaching strategies you researched to conduct the three phases of instruction.



	Wednesday

Jan. 22

	Class Focus:

Teaching Strategies Part 2 
Class Activities: 

· Group Sharing Strategies
· Using strategies to focus on the Explore Phase of Instruction

	Research another two Kagan Teaching Strategies other than any type of Pair Share /shoulder Partner and Round Robin or Gallery Walk type of strategies. Complete the strategy reflection worksheets. 
Continue working on Lesson Plan 1. Prepare for 1st class Presentation.

	Wednesday

Jan. 29
	Mini Presentations - 15 mins. each
[7 students]

Students will present a section of their lesson using strategies designed to complete the elicit/engage and explore phases of instruction

Time provided for presentation critiques
	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today. 

Continue working on your Lesson Plan 1

	Wednesday

Feb. 5
	Presentations continued

Mini Presentations - 15 mins. each
[5 students]

Time provided direct instruction or additional presentations if needed.
	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today. 

Complete Lesson Plan 1 – Due next class.



	Wednesday

Feb. 12
	Class Focus:  Technology Based Instruction and Blended Learning

Class Activity:  

Internet Based Instruction

Google Classroom & Weebly class sites

Using Kahoots to elicit prior knowledge


	Lesson Plan 1 Due today.

Work on designing your second Lesson Plan.  Must be a completely different topic.



	Wednesday

Feb. 19
	Technology Presentations – 30 mins. 
[4 students]
Students will present a section of their lesson focusing on the explain and elaborate phases of instruction.  Technology must be incorporated into the lesson and utilized during the class presentation
	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today.

Continue working on Lesson Plan 2.

	Wednesday

Feb. 26
	Presentations continued
Technology Presentation – 30 mins. each
[4 students]
	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today. 

Continue working on Lesson Plan 2 - Due next class

	Wednesday

March 4
	Presentations continued
Technology Presentation – 30 mins. each
[4 students]
	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today. 

Lesson Plan 2 Due Today

	Wednesday

March 11
	No Scheduled Class Today 

Spring Recess
	

	Wednesday

March 18
	Class Focus:  

Project Based Learning- PBLs

Class Activities:

Will be meeting with Master’s Program Students.
	Work on Final Presentation



	Wednesday

March 25
	Final Presentation – 45 minutes 

[3 students]
Students will present their second lesson plan.  The entire lesson must be completed in the time allowed (45 minutes).  Students must complete the Elicit/engage, Explore/engage, Explain, and Elaborate phases of instruction.  The Evaluate phase will be briefly explained.

	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today. 



	Wednesday

April 1
	Presentations continued
Final Presentation – 45 minutes 

[3 students]


	Complete your Self-reflection if you presented today.

	Wednesday

April 8
	Presentations continued
Final Presentation –  45 minutes

[3 students]


	Complete your Self-reflection paper if you presented today.

	Wednesday

April 15
	No Scheduled Class Today- following Monday Schedule
	

	Wednesday

April 22
	Presentations continued
Final Presentation –  45 minutes

[3 students]


	Complete your Self-reflection paper if you presented today.

	Wednesday

April 29
	Masters Program Presentations

Interdisciplinary Lesson 

Students will present their interdisciplinary lesson.  Presentation must include a variety of teaching strategies and focus on their interdisciplinary link.


	You must complete a self-reflection paper due the next class – May 6th.

	Wednesday

May 6


	Masters Program Presentations continued and Course Wrap-Up

Students will present their interdisciplinary lesson component.  Presentation must include a variety of teaching strategies and focus on their interdisciplinary link(s).


	You must complete a self-reflection paper and e-mail it to me. I must have your reflection papers by Midnight May 8th.


Please Note:  
· Course assignments and assignment due dates will not change.  Presentation dates and times are subject to change depending on the number of students enrolled in the course.
· Students must be ready to present on the first day of that round of presentations.  Presenters’ names will be randomly picked that day, at the beginning of class.  If their name is picked and you are not ready to present or absent, your grade will be reduced by 10 points and you will be required to present the following class.
